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Address: 


^hiu Poinciana Drive 


Significance: 

This residential structure is known as the Four Way Lodge . it was built circa 1911 
by William J. Matheson . Matheson had made his fortune as an industrial chemist 
by developing and expanding the uses of coal tar dies . In 1904 he sent his son , 

Hugh to the Florida Adirondack School (now Ransom ). Young Hugh liked the area so 
much he encouraged his father to come down . Between 1906 and 1911 the elder Matheson 
purchased several tracts of land in Coconut Grove and constructed his first home 

in Miami, the Four Way Lodge . The only architect recorded as living in Miami in 

those early years is W.C. De Garmo . However, this house was probably, designed by 
a northern architect as plans for the house do not remain with his memorabilia. 

The house was intended to be only a winter home , but by this time Matheson was 
investing heavily in South Florida real estate . He purchased over 1,000 acres of 
Key Biscayne , with son Hugh, on which he started a coconut plantation . He also 
bought a large parcel of land off Old Cutler Road in South Dade County. As more 
members of the family began spending longer periods of time in Coconut Grove , the 

family needed a larger house. 
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Bibliography: 

Unpublished Sources 

Dade County, Florida (Miami). County Recorder's Office. Deed Book 107, p’. 79, 
Book 31, P- 238, Book 34, p. 248, Book 56 , p. 376. 

Dade County, Florida (Miami). County Land Division. Plat Book B-52 and 31~55♦ 

De Garmo,’ Kenneth. Telephone Interview (by Margot Ammidown). Miami, Florida. 
April 29, 1981. 


Miami, Florida. Historical Association of Southern Florida. Matheson, William J. 
(Clip File). 

Miami, Florida. Historical Association of Southern Florida. Munroe Collection. 
(Photographs). 1910. 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET) 92Q 


Original Use: 

)&lPrivate Residence 

838== 

Areas of Significance: 

□ Architecture 

910== 

□'Apartment Building 

838== 

DCommerce 

910== 

□iHotel 

II 

II 

CO 

ro 

00 

□•Exploration & Settlement 

910== 

Commercial 

838== 

□ Socia 1/Humanitarian 

910== 

□ Other: 

oo 

VaJ 

OO 

II 

II 

□ Other: 

910== 




910== 

Present Use: 

($ Private Residence 

850== 

Period: 


•□Apartment Building 

OO 

o 

II 

II 

J2 20th Century 

8^5== 

□ Hotel 

850== 

□ 19th Century 

845== 

□ Commercia 1 

850== 



□. Other: 

C50== 



Culture/Phase American 

84"0== 

N.R. Classification Category: 

Bui1di 

Specific Dates: Beginning 

ca. 1911 

8i*i*== 



! CTx 
























































.STATc OF FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Division of Archives, History 
and Records Management 
DSHSP-3E 7-72 


Site No._ j ----- 

Sit. N,™ 3^10 Poincian a Driv e 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


CONTINUATION OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 911 = = 

The Four Way Lodge was sold in 1916 to Arthur Curtis James and his wife Harriet 
Parson James. James was another multi-millionaire from the North . He was at 
one time considered the second wealthiest man in America. His grandfather, 

Daniel James, made a vast fortune in copper, silver, and gold mining as an 
associate of Anson Phelps and William E. Dodge. A.C. James added to the family 
coffer through the liquor and railroad industries. At the time he bought it, 
the Four Way Lodge stood on approximately 20 acres which ran from Biscayne 

Bay to west of Main Highway . 

The Matheson family has figured prominently in the history of Miami throughout 

the twentieth century. William and his son Hugh donated the land for both 

Matheson Hammock Park and Crandon Park on Key Biscayne, to Dade County . Hugh 

Matheson served as the Mayor of Coconut Grove from 1922 - 1923 , before it was 

annexed to the City of Miami . Other members of the family have been elected 
to posts in state and local government. 


CONTINUATION OF BIBLIOGRAPHY: 920 = = 

Unpublished Sources (cont.) 

Parks, Arva Moore. "The History of Coconut Grove, Florida 1821-1925 •" 

(Unpublished thesis). Miami, Florida. 1971 - 

Published Sources 

Muir, Helen. Miami, U.S.A. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1953- 

Polk, R.L. R.L. Polk and Company's Miami City Directory . Jacksonville, 

Florida: R.L. Polk and Company, 1922. 



























